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Lesson #3
G

od's P
lan F

or M
an's S

alvation

✃

T
he B

ible w
as w

ritten for the purpose of reveal-
ing G

od
's plan for m

an's salvation. T
his is, in es-

sence, the them
e of the B

ible. T
he question m

ight
arise, though, “salvation from

 w
hat?” W

hy d
o w

e
need

 to be saved
? E

xactly how
 d

oes G
od

 bring
about this salvation? T

hese are the questions that
this lesson w

ill answ
er.S

in
In a w

ord
, the reason w

hy w
e need

 salvation is
because of sin. W

hat exactly is sin? “Sin is law
less-

ness” (1 John 3:4). In other w
ord

s, w
e sin w

hen w
e

transgress the law
 that G

od
 has laid

 d
ow

n. L
iter-

ally, sin m
eans “m

issing the m
ark.” T

hus, w
hen

w
e sin, w

e have “m
issed

 the m
ark” in keeping the

law
 of G

od
.

W
hen G

od created A
dam

 and Eve, H
e put them

in the gard
en of E

d
en to live there and

 tend
 to it

(G
enesis 2:15). T

hen G
od

 gave them
 a restriction:

“O
f every tree of the garden you m

ay freely eat; but of
the tree of the know

ledge of good and evil you shall not
eat, for in the day that you eat of it you shall surely
die.” (G

enesis 2:16,17). T
hus, G

od
 laid

 d
ow

n H
is

law
, and

 gave the consequences of transgressing
it. U

nfortunately, A
d

am
 and

 E
ve d

id
 eat of the for-

bid
d

en tree and
 therefore sinned

 (G
enesis 3:1-6).

W
hat is so bad

 about sin? W
e can see the con-

sequences of sin right from
 the very first sin. G

od
told

 them
 that the d

ay they ate of that tree, they
w

ould
 d

ie. T
he reason w

hy sin is so terrible is be-
cause it causes d

eath“For the w
ages of sin is death,

but the gift of G
od is eternal life in C

hrist Jesus our
Lord.” (R

om
ans 6:23). T

his is so from
 tw

o stand
-

p
oints. First, p

hysical d
eath is the resu

lt of sin.
B

ecause A
d

am
 and

 E
ve sinned

, the chain of physi-
cal d

eath began, and
 now

 all m
en w

ill d
ie physi-

cally. T
his w

as not G
od

's original purpose, but sin

is the reason for it. It is not G
od

's fault, but m
an's.

Second
ly, and

 even m
ore serious, is that sin causes

spiritual d
eath. “D

eath” is a “separation.” W
hen

w
e d

ie physiclaly, the spirit is separted
 from

 the
bod

y (Jam
es 2:26). W

hen w
e d

ie spiritually, w
e are

separated
 from

 G
od

. T
his is w

hy sin is so terrible
and

 d
estru

ctive. G
od

 w
ants to have fellow

ship
w

ith H
is creatures, but sin m

akes it so that w
e are

separated
 from

 G
od

. “B
ehold, the LO

R
D

'S hand is
not shortened, T

hat it cannot save; N
or H

is ear heavy,
T

hat it cannot hear.  B
ut your iniquities have separated

you from
 your G

od; A
nd your sins have hidden H

is
face from

 you, So that H
e w

ill not hear.” (Isaiah 59:1,2).
G

od
 is a holy G

od
, and

 H
e cannot end

u
re sin.

T
herefore, those w

ho have sinned
 lose their fel-

low
ship w

ith G
od

 and
 are consid

ered
 to be lost

and
 d

ead
 spiritually (see E

zekiel 18:4).
It's the need

 of every person to realize that they
have sinned

. “ for all have sinned and fall short of the
glory of G

od,” (R
om

ans 3:23). E
very accou

ntable
person has transgressed

 G
od

's law
 and

 is there-
fore lost in their sins. T

his is not so because w
e

inherit the sins of our parents (E
zekiel 18). N

or has
G

od
 m

ad
e us so that w

e have to sin and
 have no

choice. T
he truth is that every person has m

ad
e a

choice to sin. E
very action w

e take is ou
r ow

n
choice, and

 this is w
hy G

od
 hold

s us accountable
for our actions. It is vital to und

erstand
 this; other-

w
ise w

e cannot realize our lost condition and com
e

to G
od

 for salvation.

Jesu
s C

h
rist

U
p to this point, w

e have seen that all people
have sinned

 and
 are lost, separated

 from
 G

od
. If

they physically d
ie in this state, then they w

ill be
lost forever, suffering the eternal consequences of
rebelling against G

od
. H

ow
ever, G

od
 has not left

P
art C

: True or False (circle one)
11.

T
F

R
epentance is not necessary. A

cts 3:19

12.
T

F
C

onfession is m
ad

e u
nto salvation. R

o-
m

ans 10:9-10

13.
T

F
B

aptism
 has nothing to d

o w
ith salvation.

1 Peter 3:21

14.
T

F
Sin separates us from

 G
od

. Isaiah 59:2

15
T

F
Jesus C

hrist is the w
ay, the truth, and

 the
life. John 14:6

P
art D

: Look up the follow
ing verses and m

atch them
w

ith their m
ain thoughts:

1.
1 John 3:4

a.
W

ages of sin is
d

eath.
2.

R
om

ans 6:23
b.

T
he truth w

ill m
ake

you free.
3.

G
alatians 3:27

c.
Sin is L

aw
lessness.

4.
John 8:32

d
.

R
aised

 to w
alk in

new
ness of life.

5.
R

om
ans 6:4

e.
Put on C

hrist in
baptism

.
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Please answ
er the follow

ing Q
uestions, then cut

out this panel and
 m

ail it back.

P
art A

: Fill-in
1.

T
he B

ible w
as w

ritten to reveal G
od

's plan for
w

hat?
_______________________________

2.
Sin is

________________________
. 1 John 3:4

3.
G

od
 told

 A
d

am
 and

 E
ve, that in the d

ay they
ate of the forbid

d
en tree, they w

ould
_____________________

. G
enesis 2:16,17

4.
T

he w
ages of sin is

_________
. R

om
ans 6:23

5.
W

hat d
id

 Jesus C
hrist com

e to d
o for every

m
an?

_______________________H
ebrew

s 2:9

6.
Jesus C

hrist is d
eclared

 to be the
________

_________
w

ith
 p

ow
er, accord

in
g to th

e
Spirit of

__________
, by the

___________
from

 the d
ead

. R
om

ans 1:4.

P
art B

: M
ultiple C

hoice (circle one)
7.

W
hat have all people d

one? R
om

ans 3:23
a.

L
ived

 perfectly.
b.

Sinned
 and

 fallen short of the glory of
G

od
.

c.
E

arned
 salvation.

8.
Jesus C

hrist w
as:1 Tim

othy 3:15; John 1:1,14
a.

 Just an ord
inary m

an.
b.

A
 good

 teacher but not the Son of G
od

.
c.

G
od

 m
anifest in the flesh.

9.
W

ithout faith: H
ebrew

s 11:6
a.

It is im
possible to please G

od
.

b.
W

e can still be saved
.

c.
G

od
 w

ill overlook our sins.

10.
B

aptism
 is for: A

cts 2:38
a. E

ntrance into a d
enom

ination.
b.

R
em

ission of sins.
c.

Fulfilling a church-ord
ained

 ritual.

us w
ithout hope, and

 this is w
hy w

e have the B
ible

given to us. T
here is an answ

er to the problem
 of

sin. W
e d

o not have to continue in sin and
 be lost

forever. G
od

 has m
ad

e available a w
ay to be for-

given. T
he answ

er to the sin p
roblem

 is Jesu
s

C
hrist. T

hrough Jesus C
hrist, our sins can be for-

given, and
 w

e can regain the fellow
ship w

ith G
od

that w
e lost w

hen w
e first sinned

. T
his is w

y the
“gospel” is literally “good

 new
s.” G

od
 has pro-

vid
ed

 a w
ay to be saved

 and
 freed

 from
 our sins.

W
ho is Jesus C

hrist? H
istorically, Jesus w

as a
m

an w
ho lived

 in Palestine d
uring the first cen-

tury A
.D

. H
ow

ever, the Bible tells us that Jesus w
as

m
u

ch m
ore than a m

an. H
e w

as actu
ally “G

od
m

anifested
 in the flesh” (1 Tim

othy 3:15; John
1:1,14). B

ecuase of the sins of m
ankind

, G
od

 the
Father sent Jesus C

hrist to this earth in ord
er to

die for the sins of m
ankind (John 3:16; R

om
ans 5:8).

R
em

em
ber, the w

ages of sin is d
eath. T

hus, Jesus
becam

e a sacrifice for sin. H
e tasted

 d
eath for ev-

ery m
an so that m

an d
oes not have to bear the eter-

nal consequences of sin (H
ebrew

s 2:9). Jesus shed
H

is blood
 on a R

om
an cross in ord

er to satisfyu
the requirem

ent for forgiving our sins (H
ebrew

s
10:5-10). T

his sacrifice is truly the grace of G
od

,
because w

e d
id

 not in any w
ay m

erit this “gift”
from

 G
od

. G
od

 d
id

 it becau
se H

e loves u
s and

w
ants us to be saved

 and
 forgiven. “In H

im
 w

e have
redem

ption through H
is blood, the forgiveness of sins,

according to the riches of H
is grace” (E

phesians 1:7).
N

ot only d
id

 C
hrist d

ie for our sins, but H
e w

as
also raised

 from
 the d

ead
 never to d

ie again (R
o-

m
ans 6:4). T

his assures us that w
e too can have

victory over sin and
 d

eath (1 C
orinthians 15). T

his
m

akes the m
essage of the cross so great. If all C

hrist
d

id
 w

as to d
ie, then it w

ould
 have been m

eaning-
less. H

ow
ever, H

e is “declared to be the Son of G
od

w
ith pow

er according to the Spirit of holiness, by the
resurrection from

 the dead.” (R
om

ans 1:4). T
his is the

basis for the hope of heaven.
Jesus C

hrist said
, “I am

 the w
ay, the truth, and

the life. N
o one com

es to the Father except through M
e.”

(John 14:6). T
he w

ay that w
e gain our reconcilia-

tion w
ith G

od
 is through Jesus C

hrist. H
ow

ever,
this salvation that w

e can have is not u
ncond

i-
tional. G

od is not going to save anybody w
hile they

are still in their sins. Sin is w
hat separated

 us from

G
od

 in the first place. N
ow

 G
od

 has d
one H

is part
in send

ing Jesus C
hrist to d

ie for our sins, but H
e

has also laid
 d

ow
n cond

itions that w
e m

ust m
eet

if w
e w

ill be saved
. Jesus told

 believers in John
8:31,32, 31 “If you abide in M

y w
ord, you are M

y dis-
ciples indeed. A

nd you shall know
 the truth, and the

truth shall m
ake you free.” (John 8:31,32). If w

e d
on't

abide in H
is w

ord, then w
e are guilty of transgress-

ing H
is law

 and thus sin. Therefore, w
e m

ust know
the truth and

 abid
e w

ithin it in ord
er to be true

d
isciples of Jesus. H

e is “the author of eternal salva-
tion to all w

ho obey H
im

” ( H
ebrew

s 5:9)
S

alvation
Just w

hat d
o w

e need
 to d

o in ord
er to be saved

from
 our sins? G

od
 has given basic requirem

ents
that w

e m
ust m

eet in ord
er to be saved

.
1.Faith

 is requ
ired

. W
ith

ou
t faith

, w
e can

n
ot

please G
od

 (H
ebrew

s 11:6). W
e m

ust believe that
H

e is, and
 that H

e rew
ard

s all w
ho d

iligently seek
H

im
. T

he kind
 of faith that G

od
 requires is an ac-

tive and
 obed

ient faith. If w
e believe, w

e w
ill act

upon our faith and
 d

o w
hat G

od
 com

m
and

s. T
he

B
ible d

oes not teach the popular concept of “faith
only.” T

he B
ible d

oes teach that faith m
ust w

ork
together w

ith obed
ience (w

orks) in ord
er for us to

be justified
 and

 saved
 (Jam

es 2:14-26).
2.R

ep
en

tan
ce is necessary for salvation. R

epen-
tance is a change of m

ind
 that lead

s to a change of
action. It is a turning from

 sin, a resolve to not com
-

m
it sin anym

ore. Sin sin separates us from
 G

od
,

then w
e m

ust resolve to put sin behind
 us and

refuse to continue in it. “R
epent therefore and be con-

verted, that your sins m
ay be blotted out, so that tim

es
of refreshing m

ay com
e from

 the presence of the Lord”
(A

cts 3:19). If w
e w

ill not repent, then w
e w

ill d
ie

in our sins, lost and
 separated

 from
 G

od
 for an

eternity in the punishing fires of hell (2 T
hessalo-

nians 1:7-10). T
his d

oes not have to be, if w
e w

ill
turn from

 our sins and
 follow

 Jesus C
hrist.

3.C
on

fession
is also required

 for salvation. Jesus
said

 that “T
herefore w

hoever confesses M
e before m

en,
him

 I w
ill also confess before M

y Father w
ho is in

heaven.” (M
atthew

 10:32). T
he apostle Paul w

rote
that “if you confess w

ith your m
outh the Lord Jesus

and believe in your heart that G
od has raised H

im
 from

the dead, you w
ill be saved. For w

ith the heart one be-
lieves unto righteousness, and w

ith the m
outh confes-

sion is m
ade unto salvation. ” (R

om
ans 10:9,10).

4.B
ap

tism
 is necessary in ord

er to have our sins
forgiven. W

hen the Jew
s on Pentecost realized

 that
teh

y h
ad

 cru
cified

 th
e Son

 of G
od

, th
ey w

ere
pricked

 in their hearts and
 asked

, “W
hat m

ust w
e

d
o?” Peter answ

ered
, “R

epent, and let every one of
you be baptized in the nam

e of Jesus C
hrist for the re-

m
ission of sins; and you shall receive the gift of the H

oly
Spirit.” (A

cts 2:38).  B
aptism

, w
hich is im

m
ersion

(burial) in w
ater, is the final act of obed

ience that
puts a person into a proper relationship w

ith C
hrist.

“For you are all sons of G
od through faith in C

hrist
Jesus.  For as m

any of you as w
ere baptized into C

hrist
have put on C

hrist.” (G
alatians 3:26,27). B

aptism
,

then, serves to put on C
hrist. It is the act in w

hich
w

e contact the blood
 of C

hrist, m
aking possible a

new
 life in H

im
.  “O

r do you not know
 that as m

any
of us as w

ere baptized into C
hrist Jesus w

ere baptized
into H

is death?T
herefore w

e w
ere buried w

ith H
im

through baptism
 into death, that just as C

hrist w
as raised

from
 the dead by the glory of the Father, even so w

e also
should w

alk in new
ness of life.” (R

om
ans 6:3,4). If w

e
refuse to be baptized

, then w
e w

ill not conform
 to

the likeness of the d
eath, burial and

 resurrection
of C

hrist. W
e w

ill never be raised
 to w

alk in new
-

ness of life, w
hich m

eans our sins w
ill not be for-

given. T
hus, baptism

 plays a vital role in our sal-
vation (1 Peter 3:21). T

his is not so because w
e jsut

d
ecid

ed
 that it w

as necessary. It is so because this
is w

hat G
od

 has said
. It is so because this is w

hat
G

od
 has said

. R
em

em
ber, proper faith m

eans tak-
ing G

od
 at H

is w
ord

 and
 obeying every cond

ition
H

e has laid
 d

ow
n. “A

nd now
 w

hy are you w
aiting?

A
rise and be baptized, and w

ash aw
ay your sins, call-

ing on the nam
e of the Lord.” (A

cts 22:16).
O

f course, baptism
 is not the end

 of obed
ience.

It is sim
ply the beginning of a new

 life. G
od

 ex-
pects us to be faithful to H

im
, living accord

ing to
the stand

ard
 that H

e has given in H
is w

ord
 (R

ev-
elation 2:10; E

phesians 4:1).
Sin has terrible consequences. H

ow
ever, w

e can
be saved

 from
 our sins if w

e w
ill com

e to Jesus
C

hrist and
 obey G

od
's cond

itions for salvation.
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