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Lesson #2
T

he Testam
ents

T
he B

ible is d
ivid

ed
 into tw

o m
ain sections: the

O
ld

 Testam
ent and

 the N
ew

 Testam
ent. T

he w
ord

“testam
ent” sim

ply refers to a covenant that G
od

m
ad

e. It is H
is “w

ill” in w
hich H

e has laid
 d

ow
n

H
is law

 for people to follow
. Since the B

ible is d
i-

vid
ed

 into these tw
o sections, it is im

portant for
us to und

erstand
 som

ething about them
.

T
h

e O
ld

 Testam
en

t
T

he O
ld

 Testam
ent, as it is generally called

, is
com

posed
 of 39 books beginning w

ith G
enesis and

end
ing w

ith M
alachi. G

enesis, how
ever, is not a

part of the “L
aw

 of M
oses,” although M

oses is the
recognized

 inspired
 author of this book. G

enesis
is a history of the origin of m

an, of sin entering the
w

orld
, and

 G
od

 putting H
is plan for salvation into

effect. G
enesis tells of A

braham
, and

 the prom
ises

that G
od

 m
ad

e to him
. T

here w
ere three m

ain
p

rom
ises given in G

enesis 12:1-3: (1) L
and

, (2)
N

ation, and (3) Seed
. G

od prom
ised that H

e w
ould

m
ake a great nation from

 the d
escend

ants of A
bra-

ham
. T

his w
ould

 be fulfilled
 through his son Isaac.

Isaac had
 a son nam

ed
 Jacob, and

 Jacob, w
hose

nam
e w

as changed to Israel, had tw
elve sons. From

these a great nation arose w
hich becam

e know
n as

the children of Israel. It w
ould be these people w

ho
w

ere to be G
od

's chosen nation. G
od

 also prom
-

ised
 them

 land
. T

his prom
ise w

as fulfilled
 w

hen
G

od
 brought them

 out of E
gyptian bond

age into
the land

 of C
anaan, w

hich later w
as know

n as Pal-
estine. T

he third
 prom

ise w
as the seed

 prom
ise.

G
od

 h
ad

 p
rom

ised
 to sen

d
 a savior th

rou
gh

A
braham

's seed
 (offspring), through w

hich all na-
tions w

ould
 be blessed

. T
his w

as fulfilled
 in Jesus

C
hrist (A

cts 3:25,26).
T

he book of E
xodus tells how

 M
oses w

as raised
up by G

od
 to d

eliver the child
ren of Israel out of

E
gyp

tian slavery. T
hey had

, years before, gone
d

ow
n to E

gypt to live and
 becam

e a large nation;
and

 E
gyp

t tu
rned

 them
 into slaves. G

od
 d

eter-
m

ined
 to bring them

 out of E
gypt w

ith a m
ight

hand
 to bring this chosen nation into their ow

n
land

. G
od

 m
ad

e a covenant w
ith these people and

they accepted
 the term

s (E
xod

us 19, 20). T
he ten

com
m

and
m

ents w
ere record

ed
 on tablets of stone,

and
 G

od
 gave m

any ad
d

itional instructions w
hich

w
ere a part of w

hat cam
e to be know

n as the “L
aw

of M
oses”. T

hese instructions are record
ed

 in the
books of E

xod
us through D

euteronom
y. T

he rest
of the O

ld
 Testam

ent tells the history of the people.
U

nfortunately, the Israelites d
id

 not live up to the
term

s of the covenant and
 they w

ere expelled
 from

the land and taken into captivity. The books know
n

as the Prophets are record
s of the m

any w
arnings,

saying that G
od

 w
ould

 jud
ge them

 if they d
id

 not
turn from

 their sin.
It w

as im
p

ortant that the Israelites rem
ain a

d
istinct nation. G

od
 w

as bringing about H
is prom

-
ise to send

 the Savior into the w
orld

 through them
.

T
hus, G

od
 spared

 a rem
nant of the people and

 ful-
filled

 H
is prom

ise w
hen Jesus C

hrist w
as born.

T
h

e N
ew

 Testam
en

t
T

he N
ew

 Testam
ent begins w

ith the four ac-
counts of C

hrist's life on earth. T
hey w

ere w
ritten

to show
 that Jesu

s w
as the p

rom
ised

 M
essiah

(anointed
 one). T

hey show
 that Jesus w

as “G
od

m
anifested

 in the flesh” (1 Tim
othy 3:16; John

1:1,14). They tell of the life H
e lived and of H

is cruel
d

eath on a R
om

an cross. T
his w

as necessary that
m

ankind
 m

ight be saved
 from

 their sins (H
ebrew

s
2:9).W

hen C
hrist d

ied
 on the cross, H

e ushered
 in

the new
 covenant. C

hrist H
im

self lived
 und

er the

P
art C

: True or False (C
ircle one)

11.
T

F
T

he N
ew

 Testam
ent is a law

 for only the
Jew

s. Isaiah 2:1-4; E
phesians 2:11-16

12.
T

F
C

hrist prom
ised

 that H
e w

ould
 build

 H
is

church. M
atthew

 16;18

13.
T

F
T

he faith has been once for all d
elivered

to the saints. Jud
e 3

14.
T

F
P

au
l said

 th
at sp

iritu
al gifts (ton

gu
es,

prophecy, etc.) w
ould

 never cease.
1 C

orinthains 13:8-13

15.
T

F
Faith and

 obed
ience have nothing to d

o
w

ith each other. Jam
es 2:14-26

P
art D

: Look up the follow
ing verses and m

atch them
w

ith their m
ain thoughts:

1.
H

ebrew
s 10:19-22

a.
W

ord
 lives and

abid
es forever.

2.
C

olossians 1:13
b.

Translated
 into

the kingd
om

3.
2 Peter 1:3

c.
M

iracles
confirm

 w
ord

.
4.

H
ebrew

s 2:1-4
d

.
A

ll things that
pertain to life

5.
1 Peter 1:23

and
 god

liness.

N
am

e
_____________________________________

A
d

d
ress

___________________________________

C
ity/

State
_________________________________

Phone
____________________

Z
ip

_____________

M
ail to:

✃

Lesson #2

T
he Testam

ents

C
orresp

on
d

en
ce

C
ou

rse

©
 1995 - M

ike H
ughes

M
ik

e H
u

gh
es



Please answ
er the follow

ing Q
uestions, then cut

out this panel and
 m

ail it to the given ad
d

ress.

P
art A

: Fill-in
1.T

he O
ld

 Testam
ent is com

posed
 of how

 m
any

books?
_________

2.W
hich book tells of the origin of m

an?
_____________

3.A
 n

ew
 co

v
en

an
t w

as p
ro

m
ised

 b
y

 w
h

ich
prophet?

_________

4.W
hatever things w

ere w
ritten before w

ere w
rit-

ten for our
________________

, that w
e through

__________and com
fort of the Scriptures m

ight
have

_______
. R

om
ans 15:4

5.T
he faith w

as
_________

d
eliv

ered
 

to
 

th
e

saints. Jud
e 3

6.Jesus saves those w
ho

______
H

im
. 

H
eb

rew
s

5:9

P
art B

: M
ultiple C

hoice (circle one)
7.W

hat w
ere the three prom

ises given to A
bra-

ham
? G

enesis 12:1-3
a.L

and
, N

ation, and
 Prod

uce.
b.L

and
, Seed

, and
 R

iches.
c.L

and
, N

ation, and
 Seed

.

8.T
he Seed

 prom
ise w

as fulfilled
: A

cts 3:25-26
a.In the d

ow
nfall of Israel.

b.In Jesus C
hrist.

c.In the com
ing of the H

oly Spirit.

9.W
hen C

hrist d
ied

, the L
aw

 of M
oses: C

olossians
2:14
a.W

as put into effect for all people.
b.W

as taken out of the w
ay.

c.B
ecam

e a w
orthless object of stud

y.

10.
Jesu

s prom
ised

 the apostles the H
oly Spirit

w
ould

: John 16:13
a.

G
uid

e them
 into all truth.

b.
D

o nothing for them
.

c.
W

ould
 reveal truth after they w

ere d
ead

.

L
aw

 of M
oses (G

alatians 4:4). H
ow

ever, H
e also

cam
e in ord

er to fulfill the old
 law

 (M
atthew

 5:17).
G

od
 had

 prom
ised

 through Jerem
iah the prophet

that H
e w

ould
 establish a new

 covenant unlike the
old (Jerem

iah 31:31-34). This is fulfilled in the books
that w

e call the N
ew

 Testam
ent (H

ebrew
s 8:6-13).

T
he L

aw
 of M

oses w
as a law

 for the child
ren of

Israel, but this new
 law

 w
ould

 be for all nations
(Isaiah 2:1-4). W

hen C
hrist d

ied
 on the cross, the

Law
 of M

oses w
as also nailed to the cross and taken

out of the w
ay (C

olossians 2:14). T
hus, the L

aw
 of

M
oses is no longer in effect, and

 the people w
ere

rebuked
 w

hen they tried
 to go back und

er the law
(G

alatians 5:1-4). T
his d

oes not m
ean it is of no use

for us tod
ay. It is for our learning and

 exam
ple (R

o-
m

ans 15:4; 1 C
orinthians 10:1-11). H

ow
ever, w

e are
not bound

 by the cond
itions of the old

 law
.

W
hen C

hrist d
ied

 and
 took the old

 law
 out of

the w
ay, H

e opened
 up a new

 and
 living w

ay for
us to approach G

od
 (H

ebrew
s 10:19-22). T

he L
aw

of M
oses, w

hich served
 as a barrier betw

een the
Jew

 and
 G

entile could
 be one in C

hrist (E
phesians

2:11-16). T
he problem

 w
as that the L

aw
 of M

oses
w

as not ad
equ

ate to take aw
ay the sins of the

people. T
he sacrifices d

id
 not satisfy the require-

m
ents for forgiveness (H

ebrew
s 10:1-4). W

hen
C

hrist cam
e, H

e satisfied
 the requirem

ents and
 for-

giveness is available through H
im

 (H
ebrew

s 10:5-
10). T

his is w
hat the new

 covenant is all about.
C

h
rist p

rom
ised

 th
at H

e w
ou

ld
 bu

ild
 H

is
church (M

atthew
 16:18. It w

as prophesied
 that H

e
w

ould
 establish H

is K
ingd

om
 (2 Sam

uel 7:12,13).
C

hrist fulfill this w
hen H

e w
as raised from

 the dead
and

 sent the H
oly Spirit on the d

ay of Pentecost to
w

ork through H
is apostles (A

cts 2). “C
hurch” re-

fers to the “called
 out” people w

ho have accepted
the term

s of the covenant and
 w

ere saved
 (A

cts
2:38,41,47). T

hese are the people w
ho subm

itted
them

selves to the rule of C
hrist to becom

e a part of
H

is K
ingd

om
 (C

olossians 1:13). T
hose w

ho d
o the

sam
e tod

ay are also H
is church, H

is kingd
om

.
T

he book of A
cts is a history of the early church,

show
ing how

 it grew
 and

 m
ultiplied

, both d
uring

tim
es of p

eace and
 p

ersecu
tion. T

he rest of the
books of the N

ew
 Testam

ent are w
ritten to churches

and
 ind

ivid
uals, revealing further the w

ill of G
od

w
hich em

braces all people.

A
ll Tru

th
 G

iven
B

efore Jesus d
ied

, H
e prom

ised
 H

is apostles
that H

e w
ould

 send
 the H

oly Spirit, and
 that the

H
oly Spirit w

ould
 reveal all truth to them

: 26 “B
ut

the H
elper, the H

oly Spirit, w
hom

 the Father w
ill send

in M
y nam

e, H
e w

ill teach you all things, and bring to
your rem

em
brance all things that I said to you.” (John

14:26).  “I still have m
any things to say to you, but you

cannot bear them
 now

. H
ow

ever, w
hen H

e, the Spirit
of truth, has com

e, H
e w

ill guide you into all truth; for
H

e w
ill not speak on H

is ow
n authority, but w

hatever
H

e hears H
e w

ill speak; and H
e w

ill tell you things to
com

e.” (John 16:12,13). T
his w

as a prom
ise given

to H
is chosen apostles. E

ither it w
as fulfilled

 or it
w

asn't. If it w
as fulfilled

, then all truth has been
given and

 w
e need

 not look for further revelation
tod

ay. If it w
as not fulfilled

, then w
hat C

hrist said
w

as false and
 the N

ew
 Testam

ent is m
eaningless.

The apostles affirm
ed that w

hat C
hrist said w

as
true. T

hey claim
ed

 to receive all truth; and
 they

w
ere in the process of w

riting it d
ow

n. T
he apostle

Paul spoke of the m
ystery, “w

hich in other ages w
as

not m
ade know

n to the sons of m
en, as it has now

 been
revealed by the Spirit to H

is holy apostles and proph-
ets:” (E

phesians 3:5). Peter spoke of the fact that
G

od
's “divine pow

er has given to us all things that
pertain to life and godliness, through the know

ledge of
H

im
 w

ho called us by glory and virtue,” (2 Peter 1:3).
Jud

e confirm
ed

 this w
hen he w

rote exhorting his
read

ers to  “. . .contend earnestly for the faith w
hich

w
as once for all delivered to the saints.” (Jud

e 3).
Jud

e w
rote that the faith, w

hich is the w
hole of

the gospel, w
as “once for all delivered.” T

his m
eans

that the faith d
elivered

 then is of perpetual valid
-

ity and
 never need

s repetition. T
his is the m

ean-
in

g of th
e w

ord
 tran

slated
 “once for all.” T

h
e

m
iracles that w

ere perform
ed

 w
ere to confirm

 toe
m

essage of the gospel, proving that it w
as from

G
od (M

ark 16:20; H
ebrew

s 2:1-4). T
he apostle Paul

further w
rote that w

hen revelation w
as com

pleted,
then the spiritual gifts, w

hich im
parted

 revelation
in partial form

 w
ould

 cease (1 C
orinthians 13:8-

13). Since revelation is com
plete, then so have the

spiritual gifts ceased
.

The N
ew

 Testam
ent w

as w
ritten in the first cen-

tury and
 com

piled
 into one volum

e w
ithin the sec-

on
d

 cen
tu

ry. It h
as been

 brou
gh

t d
ow

n
 to u

s

throu
gh the centu

ries and
 is tru

stw
orthy tod

ay.
H

undreds of ancient m
anuscripts exist w

hich show
that w

hat w
e have tod

ay is true and
 accurate. T

his
is w

hat G
od

 H
im

self had
 prom

ised
, that H

is w
ord

s
w

ould
 never pass aw

ay, and
 that H

is w
ord

 is in-
corruptible, living and

 abid
ing forever (M

atthew
24:35; 1 Peter 1:23,25). T

hus, w
e have G

od
's prom

-
ise that H

is w
ord

 w
hich w

as d
elivered

 in the first
century w

ill alw
ays be valid and true. G

od has seen
to it that w

e can have a faithful reprod
uction of

w
hat w

as d
elivered

 by the H
oly Spirit to H

is holy
apostles and

 prophets.

T
h

e G
osp

el Is For O
b

ed
ien

ce
T

he N
ew

 Testam
ent reveals G

od
's w

ill for us
tod

ay. It is the law
 of C

hrist that all are bound
 un-

d
er (1 C

orinthians 9:21). T
herefore, w

e m
ust obey

the cond
itions that G

od
 set forth in this covenant.

It is a gospel of grace, and
 there is no w

ay that w
e

can earn our salvation (Ephesians 2:8-10). H
ow

ever,
grace d

oes not nullify the fact that w
e m

ust obey
G

od
's w

ill. “A
nd having been perfected, H

e becam
e the

author of eternal salvation to all w
ho obey H

im
,” (H

e-
brew

s 5:9). “B
ut they have not all obeyed the gospel.

For Isaiah says, ‘Lord, w
ho has believed our report?’”

(R
om

ans 10:16). From
 this verse w

e can see that
faith and obedience go hand in hand (see also Jam

es
2:14-26). W

ithout faith w
e cannot please G

od
 (H

e-
brew

s 11:6); and
 the kind

 of faith that pleases G
od

is an obed
ient faith. W

hen w
e obey, then w

e re-
ceive the blessings of G

od
's grace. It is only after

w
e have d

one the w
ill of G

od
 that w

e receive the
prom

ise (H
ebrew

s 10:36). It is therefore vital that
w

e stud
y G

od
's w

ord
 in ord

er to know
 w

hat H
e

w
ould

 have us to d
o. W

e cannot go to any other
source for our faith and

 practice.
Jesus said

, “I am
 the w

ay, the truth, and the life.
N

o one com
es to the Father except through M

e.” (John
14:6). T

he w
ay that w

e com
e to the Father is re-

vealed
 in the pages of the N

ew
 Testam

ent. L
et us

search it d
iligently, m

aking sure that w
hat w

e be-
lieve and

 practice is the truth (A
cts 17:11).
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